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A Wedding 


SERMON, 


Preached at New-Caftle in New England, 
Fune 1966. 1694. | 


AND 


Mr&ElizabethWoodbridge! 


By Mr. John ' Cotton, Paſtor of the - 
Church at Hampton. 


| Heb. I3. 4 ——_ is bonourabie in all. and I the 

| bed undefiled : but Whoremongers and Anon | 
God>will Fug "wm 

| Hoſ 3- 3- Thou Trak ot play "the Hlarlet, and 
tbou 'opcig be for another man, ſo will I _ 
be for t 

_ 16, My beloved is mine, and 1 arm bis. 


ik er hk Sold} 
J Perry, at ao” Samghn 
.- ... Town houſs, 1659. 
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nLELLLLLLLDd 
j To the Candid I | 
READER. | 


pa 5 


EQ Tra& had come to light before þ 


* 
- 


SY © now; had is not been for the averſeneſi ; 
- © of the Agthor therewito: -The. Audi»; 
wy co. whom. it Was Preache, -were io ſarbhe('Y 
and pleaſed with the. Diſcourſe, that- they. . didhs 
generally in:the ſeaſon of it, defire.it; mighe WY 
mads pu blick ; the unwillingneſs of . the Preach 
er ( whoſe-deſign was wholly to have ſtifled it }- 


hath hicherto hindred and delayed it; we 4 
ing overcome at laſt, others that got- the! peruſal 7 
of it, do judge that whether in ſeaſon; or oue i 
of ſeaſon, ic may be uſeful. Marriage is one of }! 
the moſt confiderabls Changes that: befal the 2) 
Children of men in this World ; aid.though it ? 
be fo, chat ſome ſpend a conſiderable, age, and T 
oy ro dye when caſting the waby ns | 
whether frighted by. an apprehenſion &, imagi+» \| 
ned and inſuperable forrows auending y { 

| A 2 m. 


. 


c 


i 


- 
, 


_—” "70 10 RESDER, © 
! frotii a hathral frigidity, or a moroſe unſociable 
: temper, or on religious grounds or —y or 


[FR 
- God alone that can 'guide into ways that are 
- Plain and- eaſy, or fweeten any Change or 
' Condition 'to us, and rehder that State that 
. would be. otherwiſe thorny and perplexing 0 
| bs, to be:comfortable and pleaſant. Hence its 


; * 


perhags on other *regfans riot rminioneR; , tnuſt 


{ be l-fr to themſelves; but the generalicy..of the 


Children of men do fo far anſwer the Law of 
their Creation, and the end of this -Inſtitution 
that they dÞ incline and deſire, and in time ac- 


; vally enter on this Change, without which the 


World would ceaſe; and we cannot eafily fee, 
how the hap gf that 'God hath ygt-to do 
on the Stage of the World,. would .be atcom- 
pliſhed. Marriage then being of ſuch general 


+ concernment to the Sons and Daughters of A4- 
; wam, and to:the Church of God z it is :govd' for 


every cne to be adviſed': about it, and when 


they cugage in ity ſ0-to do'} as may beſt an- 


- wer all irs ends ; and 
- Other weighty Concerns, maſt be fought of him 


in this as 'in all 


Wibo giveth liberally, and wphraideth not : it being 


requiſite; that not only his preſence be Tought, 
Gut his Oracles conſulted 5 which ſorne negle- 
Ing, and driving on furiouſly, having their hear 
Kindled by Tome ſecular Intereft, have run them- 
ſelves into fach incanglements and intricacies, 
that they coukl afterward find it eaſitr to = 
v7 | " +. Wa 


dt «Se rg v-F _ as cet WES, 


voy ts A w 
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To. the READER. ... 1 
wail themfſelyes--MAtx «Hef Txrdots ewes 
out of, The babe ics Countels in ' 
reference to this "AMair; the Aol nds 2- 
large Chapter upon it. 1 Cor. 5. and though he } 
gives libercy to the Unmarried to pitch on | 
whom they will, yet he limits it with that re- } 
ftricion, ovly in tbe Lord, which ſome not obſer- 
ving, it may be ſaid of their Matches, as God } 
ſometimes ſpeaks of 1/-ae/s Kings. Hol.4 8. ws. | 
bave ſet up Kings, but not *by me, they bave maae_ 
Princes, and I knew it not ; on which acconnt it 
was ſometimes ſpoken in reference to one of - 
them : That be gave him in his anger, and took - 
im away in bis wrath This is enongh to ſhews -4 
us, that Truths of this nature, are ſometimes £6 
be managed, opened, unfolded and applyed- by *-4 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; and the Enfuing” 
Sermon being at ſuch a time, was pertinent. to * 
the purpoſe in hand, and a word in ſeaſon ; | 
5 thereupon commended to thy peruſal,, with 
ſincere wiſhes, ie may prove to thy benefit. 


Per Auditor eo, 
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- A Meet Help. 
| Or, A Wedding 
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E are invited this day ( to a wedding 

| Supper, I can't ſay ) but to a Weddi 4: I 

| Sermon, Marriage as Well as meat is 2 W .- 

by the Ward of God arid Prayex, 1 Tim. 4 5+ te 

is the worſt Clandeſtine Marriage faith one 2 

when God is not invited to it; when he | 

| bs by Prayer and che SanAiification of his *® Faller | 

Word ſought wich it, as it is nobly Pub- 

—_ 4 may we expga it will ba laſtingly prof 
—y That eats apr Lord AÞ jc may hs . 

bs toft © this, a 
it, you-1 d 'Wrieten, FP, Gf 
| Fo A 4 


j ” 


9 Were Pelye 


8 
7 ; . Geneſis EH. x8. ' 
| Ut the Lord God ſid, it 3s mot good that the 
| c ang fiputs Fe ons 3 I will make him ai 
belp meet er for bims.. $- 


HEN theMaker of the World | 
had finiſhed his glorious work: 
manfhjp; the Heayery and the 
Earth; 'and all the” Hoſt | of 
them, 2nd had affi arſe man wit Way a5 an Epi 
[ tome or Compendium of n (a Mi 
trocoſm in, thi Macrecoſom A lefſe Wold in thi: 
2 


gieater ).a-convenient domicit or habitation, to 

»Bether with a Calling, in a Garden of his own 
F planting ; 'He takes notice yet of ſomething wan: 

_ tifig, at leaft for mans conveniency and comfort 
-*_ ©" and reſolves upon the providing of it. Indeec 
W = , Paſcator and. Diadots apprehend this done. 

e.man had his place allignd him. in th 
den; and I do grant it was \o8. the: Sixtt 
Y, and before God took a Survey of his whok: 
work, and-pronounced thereon, Tha? it was ver 
' Gogd: ThoughIdoat preſene concur/,with Ps 
raw, that it was after he was brought inco © the 
Garden. Then is the want of a Met Hel 
molt ſeen, when a man is fix't os... certait 


Place, orin any partiaular Calling, and = 


uch.a i loqk out 
Woxks wor « 
*J : ? 


Parents ometimes do fot their Children,'and fot s 


| God emis bis pleaſure, as well as his profitz 


| Inſignificant withqut ic,8& miſplac* 


Led | flower noF7S him fro with, | 


_—_ 


—_— 


A Week w* 
God Himfelf look ous for hekeft man,as good : 


he does indeed for all” ever fince, Matches arÞ# 
made"in Heaven, and God brings to every Man' 
his Wife that has one, verſe 22. He conſults this 
good-of man more than man.doth his own,z un- 

grateful he, if he'doth'not confuk Gods Glory: | 


ungra@ſul he, if he content not himſelP” in the : 
bounds'that God hath ſer him ; and if he con- | 
tent-not Himſelf ro” drink waters out of 1 As cn inte 
Ciſters. Prov. 5. 25; There cannot an incon 
ency attend mans condition but God pies i 
ſooner then man' himfelf : it was not Adam faids? 
It is not'go08 that ma ſhould he alone, but it "Was. 
the LORD GOD faid it: nor is'man moie'ready!} 
tq remedy his own inconveniency then. God is. 
I will make bir an beip meet for him, {aich! | bd. 
Ir- is greac tolly, unbelief, and in! adage: 1 
man not to reft contented with God's care of "Wy \| 
proviſion for him, and diſpoſal of all "his cott- | 
terns + all a mans own cafe is inopportune”. aftd 

Zi where that is | 
diſtruſted,* The Apoltle teach better, when \ 
he ſaith, Caſting all | your care upon him for bt caveth. | 
For I 7 Per. F. 7. Though 'F fihd wan inime- | 2 
diatel vey np bis Creation, and in * {nnocericy th 
the = lagu ; F may nbc how upd 20 to. 
d- u with the many and ya 


A Meet Yelp. 
' the timgT am confined to, will | 
| ſ gather no more than I can haſtily carch ar, 


>| 
; 
[ 
/ 
\ | 
k 
) 
; 
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; TS 


it te to- 
? growing upon theſe two Stalks, ſcil. The Obſerug- 
+ tzan that the Lord God, mani Maker, makes of 'the 
: wan he bad placed in the Garden, and bis reſolution 
* rhereupon ; ( for of theſe two parts do the words 


| we have read cpnſiſt ) the Obſervation he makes . 
Lk Is, That it is not gord that man ſhould be abonie, *his . 


+ reſolution thereupon is, I will make hirt an help 
' meet for him. I ſay firſt, the Obſervation he 


| mak?s, is, that it is not good the man ſhould be n- 


. fn 


{ Obſervation unto us, Scil. 
--+;. Obſ, That it is not good that the man ſhould be 
Aloe : This is what the Lord God hath faid, 

. and we may fafely fay it after him; and the 
; Lord God ſaid, ſatd, whether in ſo many words 


; lone, and therein he doth recommend it as an 


| 


> Ing it, by an Anpel, or any other way faith 4u- 
Fo, rhere is no ed to ck, but rather that we 
underſtand what he did ſay; ( be ſure it ſerves 
to repreſent the Counſel ot God in this matter 
( the ſame which he cook in the Creating of 
man ) or as a&ting by Counſel, and manifelting 


+ 4. In the execution thereof, ) 
Theſe are then the queſtions proper here to 


| and ſyllables, or in the mind of man, or reyeal- 


be enquired into; Sci. 
I. In what ſenſe we are to underſtand the 


hrnſs ah ? . — 
. 2. In what eſpe it is not good that the man 
ſhould ſo be ? —__ . Queſt, 


N-E-3-EL.E-E-2 M17 0 H-t 
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A MWeet Delp. " 
Queſt. x. I» phat /enſe ge to underffand 
the phraſe alone ? Ns en 
Sol. Not of any folitude or folitarinefs ; for 
in ſome ſenſe it is good for a man to be along, 
and at ſome times, as when he goes to meditate, 
&e. and at ſuch a time as the Philoſopher faid, 
he is never lefs alone, then when he is alone ; 
but by «lone here we are to underſtand, withoue 
a Compeer, Conſort, Companion as other Crea- 
tures had, without a woman, without a Wife, 
without a Meet Help, which it is therefore add- 
ed, ſhall be prepared: It is not good that the 
man ſhould be alone in this reſpeR ; which is to 
be underſtood again of the ſpecies (of mankind) 
not of Individuals, for. it is granted of fome In- _-- 
dividuafs, ic is good for them to be alone, eve Þ 
in this reſpeR, as of ſuch as them mentioned: 
Mat. x9..12. and fo ſuch as are of an unſociable. 
nature, are like brambles and briars, will 'tare 
and affli& all that come near them; and fo 
likewiſe at ſome times, as in times of perſecutis 
on it js good for a man not to touch a woman, 
Faith the Apoſile Pay]. x Car. 7. x. but then he 
ſpeaks only of that particular time, as he explains 
himſelf, v. 26. I ſuppoſe therefore that this is | 
good for the preſent diffreſs ; and there may be 
yet other things that may- render it conyeatent 
to this or the other individual & be atone, or for 4 
ap profes time, but - . al, as man-, {| 
ind 1t 15 not good. | is & 7 | 
Enquiry, Scil | "_ 7 Wet, 7 


neither bonum, jucundym, or” wile, it 


— TV YD YDY YIERT HEY 


I Al 


man ſhould be alone ? "ape 
Sol. x, In that ic doth not anſwer'the end in 


FS i s 
' mans Creation. As, 


1. The propagation of mankind ;' ha& m 


- been or continued alope, how ſhould manki 
in a natural way, and regularly have been pro- 


Pagated ? and ſhould every man now 'do fo, 
what wnuld become of the whole world in one 
Age? God could indeed have Created ar firſt 
fuch a number of men as he did of Angels, bat 


Jt was Gods pleaſure to make of one blood, all 


Nations of men to dwelt on all the face of the 


Earth. 4#s 17. 26. and in order to the obtain-. 


ing of that end, it was not good that mgn ſhould 
'be alone. OE a. | 

2. His gathering a Church out of mankind, 
that was Gods end we fee,in that ie is done, but 
that could not have been, had mankind not ex- 
tended beyond one individual. - - <4 
 '3- The Glory of his Mercy and Jaftice in 
Sending his Son in the Fleſh; born'of a woman 
which would never have been, had: the man 
been alone, or had there been no ' woman ; In 
theſe reſpeas it donft anſwer Gods end in mats 
Creation, ' and therefore is not good that the 


man ſhould be alone. 


© '2, Te don't anſwer mans immediate end, nor 
Indeed any end of man ; it is not good, 5. e. 
neither 
Plooſons 


© Queſt, 2, In what reipec? it 3s not good that the 
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Ne 


-re:to ad i ſingle life'; you know the oth 
| = be' that - would thrive, muſt firſt ask his 


'aſant nas. profitable, not indeed honourable. The 
od that man enjoyes in this world" {not to 
»*ak of thit ' which he doth, which is bonum 
oeffam, the" good of honeſty ) is either 
2aſure, profit or honotir; but tor man'to be a- 
ie doth not make for either of theſe; 
I. It doth not make for his gafirs » ſolitatineſs 
very uncomtortable the Wiſe man tells us, 
'clef. 4; 9;x0,11,12. Man is 4 ſociable Creature; 
'dto uh at offe a ſolitary life, though aboun- 


- 


12g with all other good' things, would be redt- 
| K ___ CO eV 
13 and unpleaſant ; ic maſt 'needs be fo to hit 
10 is alodnfin a wide world, and has none. of 
's kind with him, though' the Cfeattres ſhout 


- fabjedqed ro his dominion. oo 
2. Nor doth it make tor his profit ; profit 


-mmghnly aim'd at in matching as well as ptet- 
"re, 'dhd there are more ways then'one where* 


; it Bbbtained, ic doch not then make ther&- 


Fave, and if fo, he muſt haveone to ask3 
doth ri befure tirke for the profir of ths 
nd, if by accident ic ſhould to the-profic of ctifs 


—_— 

oth not make tor his profic, ſo neither —  ? 
3- Doth it make for fis honour ; © Marriage is 

onotrable in all, it is ſaid, Heb. x3” 4. that doth 

ot theti make for his honour which is contrary 

? it 3 Thus we ke in ſhort theo; that for = 


» as that the man ſhould ' be: alone 
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' ſidering the Occaſion, [ ſhall content m 


.them ; . they hate _ _ 
tnac 


| with the Grapes, they are out of their reagþ; Wom 
. are Creatures without which there is no. comfor 


* be without. Prov. 18. 22.. Wheſ» finderh a Wifi 
findeth a good thing and obt aineth favour of the Lora. 


pine impotency, that any declaim againſt th. 


+ * 
rY 


et Help 


£ 


to be alone in the ſence 1aid,doth neither anſwer 
Gods end, nor mans,and therefore it is. not good. 
I might have been larger in ſhewing it, but cons| . 


i4 hop 


| hi ſelf with 
what ha's been ſaid, and proceed © the Le we 


ſhonld make of it. 


ſ 


monly .the-reafon why any do ; theic quarrel 


with them-is, that which the Fox in.the:fable hac 


able Living for man : it is true of them, wha 
i wont to - ſaid of Governments, Thyt bad one 
are better than none ; They are a fort of Blaſph 
mers then who diſpile and decry them, and 
th:m 4 neceſſary Evil, for they are @ meceſſar; 
Good ; ſuch as it was not good that man ſhoul 


And they are ſpoken of as the deſire of the eye 
Ezck. 24.16, 21. Itis with a morc than Fer 


whole Sex'tor the infirniicy of fone, and it thay 


F 
—_—© dn RY _» « .- id ak © a TY — 


— a«.a_ © — — _ —_ 


remember, that they-are Sons of Women, that 
| their Mothers were Women, and that otherwiſe 


| wenn " 
bi Githot that cork eiheree chey  fhoold i 


they had never been'Men ; Yea, that the Lord 
JESUS CHRIST our Blefled Saviour, was born. 


of a Woman, and that Blefed was the Womb that 
bare bimi and the Pays which gave bim ſack. Luk.” 


-- 21.27. And that the Apoſtle Paul who was not 
+ for the cumbrances that attended. a Married E- + 
ſtare in times of Perſecution, yet calls Marriape | 

' Gonontable in all. Heb. 13. 4. And another Apolile, - 
would have hon our gitven unto Women as the weaker } 


veſſels, and as being heirs togither of the Grace of 


'] Life. '1 Pet. 3 7. Nay the Hebrews err on this - 
' extream,; while they fay, There is nothing good but - 


8 Woman, end that he who lives without a Wife, vi-. 
mains\ without good 8c, They think hither looks 
that of Solomon, in Prov. 18. 22: "Pg 


2. This Condemns them who- condemn or . | 


contemn Marriage ; it condenins them who live 
a Meankiſh life, ſo much in requeſt among the Pa- 


piſt ; and ic condemns that Popiſh conceit of the -! 


cell ot Virginity, as if it were more per- 
fect and compleat than a Married State : whence 
many among them are devoted to it, as in'their 
f INunmeries &c. God was of another mind; "It '5s 
not good, faid God ; ' they are differently minded 


then it ſeems from their Maker,the All-wiſe God; .. } 
they don'c fay atter him, who thus practically + * 


fy, Þ is good for, rw'te be alone, How Manbs 
A | | «| o 


Ss 
= wa 
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| |! who .-profeſſedly liye alone. ( and- 
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il 
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JAther 


their name Monks ) will acquit t 

ing of a different Judgnient,/ in this m 
their Maker, I do not preſcatly leg... [ remem- 
ber iti Chicch Hifory, 1 have read of; one who 
immediaccly upon MartJage, without ,ever ap* 
proaching the Nuptial Bea, indented. with the 


| i; Bridegthac by mutual content they might, bath live © 


+! ſucha lite& according did ſequeltringthemſzlves 
' - according to the cuſtom, ot thaſe times, from 
;| Teſt of mankind,and afterwards fram one another 
too, in their retired Cells, giving 'themſelves >* 
to a Contemplacive life.z. and. this is .recorded 
as an Inſtance of no little or ordinary, Vere 3 
but I muft'be.pardoned im it, 'if 1 can agcoung 


ky 
” 


are the dictates of a blind mind they. . fall 
therein, and not of that Holy Spirit, which "mw 
Þ6 #5:not good. that man ſhould:be alone Nor can | 
| Fom: he ſame principle be an aldvoguie tor 
1 cuch.-who lead fingle Life meerly thraugh.Mo: 
' Foleneſs or Averſation to humane d0dety,, or 
where.there is no ſufficient lett to a-double_one, 
80d the Matwity of years. call for it, Indeed 
where therg-is a ſufficieht.caufe, there is nathing 
to tis Taid againlt ir, ch 


\ | Fuller faicti/of.them in his holy and prophant 


 . Obalis Codiman-weakhy.andiths; balk park, ax 


matzer from | 


4t no other chan en affort of blind zeal, tor they. . 


ought what is. 10,580 bs 
/ tuly:confidercd : And though Buicheldhry.as Mi, 


+; Stara; may beithe {trongelt Stake in therokiadga 


«a _ _ 


- 


bag 2 = of fig pany £3 Fo my (indy. wow he rms 


.N Beer Yelp | ><. oY; 
teſt ment, for the Publick have ſome- 
times p oceeded from ſuch, while both in afte&i- 
on and means they have Married and Endowed. - 
the publick ; yet were there no other Stakes in 
the Hedge, 1t would ſoon fall to the ground, ' for; ? 
when theſe are pluck*t up what wou}d uphold | 
the Hougs © They do nothing honeitly towards \ } 
the worlds continuance, encreaſing God's Sub» «1 
jets or the Kings z and they come under the 
Condemnation of that Vulgar Sentence, Naſcitur 
indignus, per quem non naſcitsr alter, that they are 
worthy to Live themſelves who are not in: 
rutuental of giving life to others. he 

- 3. They do well who in the ſeaſon of it ſeek 
a ſuitable Companion, and fo do they who ac- 
cept being. ſuitably ſought to ;. both do well : 
they enter into an Eſtate,wherein there are more 
hands to labour, more wits 'to adviſe, more 
means to comfort one another z and otherwiſe 
to do good, They both do well, and there- 
fore ſhould not be diſcouraged in it : Parents 
ſhould not be.too hard in giving their conſent, 
though the Match. is not alwayes to their minds, 
they ſhould remember that they are made in 
Heaven, ahd that there is a Secret Providence 
inclining the Hearts of . Perſons in this matrer, 
which they ſhould be wary how they withſtand, 
leaſt they ſhould do as Sqmpſons Parents did, wha 
for a while oppoſed his motion of that nature, 
Not knowing the it was of the Lord, Judg, 14, 3,44 
B Having 


he gre 
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. tht Having faithfully and difcreetly advifed their 
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' + , which deliberation is called for, 
' In the World, that they who 


Children, they ſhou}d not coo' Tyranically im- 
pdſe upun them. We'know by long Experience 
that fored Marches any way f:ldome dv well : 


© Perfons fonghe too ſhould not be too heſty 


| In thei? rejeRions, even there where they done 
| fee reaſon preſently to' accept ; nor indeed is it 
\ prudence to b2 too haſty any wayes in' that to- 
t & oſten ſeen 
forward to 
reje& the Marchantable are at laſt glad of the 


' refuſe. They ſhould'not be too haſty, I fay, in 


rejeting. He that giveth bis Virgin in Marriage, 
faith the Apoſtle, doth well. x Cor. 7. 38. And 
fo doth She who gives her ſ:1 with her Parents 
teave ; and though he' adds, but be that gioeth ber 
#0t in Marriage d:th better, he only means in 
tome 1eſpigts, and at the preſent junRurs, as he 
faid before for the preſent diftre's, and - to avoid 
erouble, as he faith, verſe 28. If a Virgin marry 
fe bath not ſinned, nevertheleſs ſuch ſhall bave iroable 
* t0e fieſſfi- and that fo the might have liberty 
for things of a Spitrual' natare, werſe 34: But 
in other refpes and according to the common 
order appointed by God, ſhe doth well. They, 
have done well both in ſzeking ap accepting, 
wit are the Occafion of our Aﬀemblihg here 
at this time ; and ir is with great Approbation, 
I-luppoſe, on all hands chat we: miget to, Ce- 
Kc i publckly'; That icy" any” £6 on 
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A Weet Help. =». 
go do well, let it be our united Prayers. 
4. Let not them who are not alone, but 
united in Wedlock, be as it they were alone g | 
though in fome repeats T grant they ſhould | 
be fo, and that according to Apoſtolical pre- 
cepts they that bave Wiver, ſhould be as if they has 
none. x Cor. 7. 27. 5. e. in reſp. & of their mind- 
ing Spiritual and Heavenly ct:1ngs : bu ler them 
not be ay if they were alone in reſp: of thei 
duty to each ather ; let not the Husband be 19 
in. negl-Ring the duty of the Husband, nor the 
Wife in negleRting the duty of the Wife : let 
not the Wite be ſo by the Husbatitls negleR, nor 
the Husband by the Wives : let them not be un- | 
ſociable after they have Covenarited and Vowed 
a confortſhip, and folemnly plighted their Trorh 
to each other ; better be alone in reality than 
Jos ſo, or as if they were fo, after they are weds 
ded. ' F here add, let their Company with each 
other, be better than their being alone : Solitari- 
nefs is better than ſome Company: Yoke-fel- 
lows ſhould endeavour. to endear one another 
by their mutual ſweet Society. A' Miniſter by - 
yertue of his Calling indeed is to be muck alone; 
if he'ts fo in his Study, he ſhould nor be fo 
when he comes out of it too ; and he ſhould 
alwayes find that of his Companion to be far 
Omnium, in the room of and beyond all other. 
To theſe. who are new to be put together, I 
pray-they may . never be alone more but when 
_7 PF. 


26 Wet Yely- _ 

occaſionally er they may yet be: preſent 
with each other in Spiric and Effigie, that God 
may be 'alwayes' graciouſly preſent with them 
both, and that they may draw out the thread of 
their lives with an equal extent here, and mhe- 
rit lite eternal together in the other world. 
$5 not good that the man ſhould be alone, We come 
now in the Second place to the reſolation here- 


Upon. I will make him an bejp meet for bim: 


which doth refolve us in what God did, that | 
he did make ſuch an belp;z and in that as an 
Obſervation. | | ks 
| Obſer. That God did make the Woman to be an 
kelp for the mans, So did Adam call the 'perſon 
God brought to him, . to be'a meet: help : con- 
text werſe 23, I ſhall ſpeak to this in a very few. 
words, as tew as it can be ſhown-in ; in what 
reipe& the Woman is an,help.meet for the man, 
and hint the uſe that is to be made of it. - * 
The Woman 1s or ſhould be an help meet 
for the man in theſe following reſpe&s, Sc. 
As She anſwers natural, economical and 
Theological ends ; and how ſhe dath each, I ſhall 
ſhow preſently : bug I maſt firft cake notice; that 
e word here rendred Meer, is in . the Origi- 
nal, As before bim. "Ferom reads it, ' Like to bim : 
the Seventy, According to bim : as before-him. 5, e. 
{tn his Image of his own kind, like to him,whieh' 
ſhould be as it were, a Second felf, Graceful in 
tys eyes 5 grajetpl to him, always as it werg 
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| ſg'thamſelyes, Prov. 37, 


+. A Meet YHely. in * 
In his ſight, and affiſtant in ou work of his life ; - 
lifting as it were over againſt him, as the word 
is rendred, over againf# bim, Joſh. 5.13. 50 
that it iſſues in what ic is here rendred, Meet for 
bim.” Brutes are an help to man tor many ends, 
whence they are called Fumenta, but they are 
not a meet help in this ſence 3 they dan't a+ 
gree with him /ſpecie, they be not aſlociated 
with him. &. The woman is made*to be and 


6 
| is a meet help to man. 


1. As She anſwers natural ends, and ſo is, 

T. A moſt feet and intimate companion,and 
an entire friend; there is no ſiriter or ſweeter 
friendſhip than conjugal ; as it was the firſt 10 
the world, fo it is moſt natural. 

+ 2, I helpful in the propagating of mankind. 
Ruth 4.11. She helps build up the Houſe. 

2. As She anſwers ceconomical ends, and fo 
is afliſtant in Family affairs, in the Government | 
of the Houſe, ordering things within doors, el- 
pecially ( for the houſe is her Center )- and " | 
ould be an help as before him, ſhould be a keeper | 
at bom, Tit. 2. 5. Not a raſh' wrambler abroad-: + - 
the Shell-fiſh is an Hierogliphick hereof, which' | 
carries her houſe on her head : like-which there-* : 
fore the painter drew Venus, The woman ſhould © 
keep at home, Educating of her Children, Prav. - : 
F.'8, 9. 1 Tim. 5, 14. Keeping and improving, 
what is got by the induftry of 'the man. The. 
wiſe man-finds a glaſs wherein govd Wives may 


3. As 


22 


firft man needed her, and therefore now. thould 


" 3. As She Jes > Theological* or Diving 
ends. | | 


*'x. And fo is an afliſtant to him in his Piety, 
and Honeſty, a promoter of that 5 the Apofile SN 
ſuppoſeth them Praying, yea & Fafting together. [© 
1 Cor. 7. 5. 1 Pet. 3. 7. So the man and woman, |” 
as one faith, are. a Domeſtick Church. Indeed |* 
Fulian the Apoſtate, Scoft at the Woman, being 
a meet help in this reſpeR, in thag ſhe was the 
rlon that drew man into Sin, that ſeduced 
im : Tt is true, She being ſeduc'd her {&li, fe- Þ 
duced him ; but it doth not follow, but that She 
was given for another end, and otten attains it, 
and che mifling it then ſhoold make Women 
the more wary for the futwe : ' And chough 
the Apoſtle doth ſupp” ſe them in a Marnied 
Eſtate, more involved 1n te cares, of this life, 
x Cor. 7. 32, 33» 34+ Yet he ſuppoicth them like- 
wiſc belpers forward of each other in Faith & Love. 
verſe 16. 1 Pete 3. 1,2. Re og 
' 2. So an helper of his Infirmity, a remedy of 
unlawful Love ; to avoid Fornication, ſaith. the 
Apoſtle, Let every man have bis own wife, &c. |? 
X Cor. 7. 2; So that Sgtan tempt not for incontinen- |£| 
ty, werſe 5. The woman is a meet help as ſhe 
anſwers theſe ends. | | 


USE. Did God make ber for this end 2 Hence 
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2. She was made for. man, and therefo 
ſhould not deſpiſe but hohour him, and yise 


SubjeRion to him as hey Head ; the Apoſtle in-- 


fers this from her being made jor man, ou of 


. [#9an, after man, and yet falling betore him. Cor. 


Li. 8,9. 1 Tim.2.12, 13,14 
3. Hence of the moie publick Service the 


nan is, the greater helper is the woman called. 
'o be; chat becomes his Wife ; And the more 


vhile ſhe doth'the duty of her place, and is 
the more happy therein ; a good encouragement 


this Lite. | 
_ 4 Hente they who be not meet helps, dg 
not anſwer their end ; they who are an afflici- 


Chryſoſtome ) adjutorium Diaboli non wiri 


they are to chooſe, and what help to expe& 


pari, every good man won't luit every goo | 
7, Let 
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ervice ſhe do;ti co God and her Generation, 


o Marry good Minifters, though they thould 
live but poorly, and not have their reward in 


on and ſcourge to man, pervert the Order of 
| |G-ad, and nature, and of ſuch an ons ( faith 


5. Hence man is to uſe her as a'meet help, as 
a companion, not as a Servant, and ſhould ax 
gain be arr help, and an head to her. Epb. 5. 28, 
'6. Hence meh may ſee what Yoke fellows, - 


from them, and they who want may be encou-, 
raged for to ſeek : S qua woles apte nubere nubs. 
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2 A. Meet Yelp. 

vo Let the woman be what ſhe was. made 
for, a meet help, not an unmeet hindrance g 
that is'the deſcription given of the woman in 
the Text, God might have ſaid, I will make 
a- woman, or a wite, but he rather choſe this 
Periphrafis expreflive of her CharaRer, ſhow- 
ing what ſhe ſhould be to her Husband. And 
this is the blefing . thic I wiſh to the Bride, 
Who now appears here, that The mav every way 
anſwer this Character: And to you Sir, who 
are now ſeeking a Title, or rather the Con- 
firmacion of your Title in ſuch an one, that 
you may experience according to your . defires 
and expectation, and may acknowledge God in: 
his Love hath brought her to you. I ſhall 
Commend you further - to his Blefling, when 
that Office is done you, ſor which you ars 
now come hither, 
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Tibi Domine, 


